CN A, ee eee orc 
: A eR OTT. D ; ptt “ = 
SROs 1th. 9, AN 4 y, > PN aoe 
{ a SRST Ss yy 4 fh RS ae 
(oD ” 7eN) nly s 4e Dy 
i £2)!"Thay locked "For a* city 4 \ ee er Sct oP ce 
B Which hath foundations Wwe YZ WA BADIA oe Jf \ 
ns 2 > " ie ai Fan baron! E s Leal es “ 
a PS y > } thie MY) Pa 
oS Whose builder and Maker BEA it a att ah Y a x RELA AREER 
Ae - eS, iN EA Ar tee.) 
Oyen Al) Ui 


PALE! 7 


¥ 
“This 4 
Ny'Same Jesus - 


O33 =< 


tary 
OP BHC 


Devoted to the (ause of ©hrist 


r Mo 


Ra 
a= rt ES 


aching the 


THE RIVER AND TREES OF EDEN 


“THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD” 


THROUGH THE TELESCOPE 


A TRAIL FO CO HES } 
“= Cc SN Wie 


pe 


O THOU ETERNAL ONE! 


ti, 
A 


axa 


Be 


af Fa 


A CONVENIENT SEASON 


EDs 


NAN Z AG *\\ Sp é 


De 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 


ITEMS FROM OuR MAIL BAG 


- eels ee . 
al <7 * a Be 
Beat midnight There i 
\iwas a Cry made .4/4) 
Behold the 


THE RIVER OF TRUTH NA bridegroom J 
Mc 


Vol. 42, No. 3 AZ January 29, 1955 


Wisma” spade 


id 9 Binks 
Ahn BR t 


$e 


SL te AS eee 2 
EE FS) BOSS PEE 











To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. By an- 
swering perplexing religious questions THE 
Mecippo MESSAGE will strengthen your faith 
in the Bible. It will give you courage for 
these uncertain times and bring peace and 
stability to your life. 

Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 
HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $2.25 
Single copies -20 
History 40 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
January 29, 1955 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interesting 
and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 

With full-color illustrations. Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 
Price TGA Caen ec’ Cee 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color, 

Size 84x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price -50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9 x 12. 

Price 35 








Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





HISTORY 
of the 


MEGIDDO MISSION 
13th edition 


Our LATEST PUBLICATION 

The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 
Price 40 cents postpaid. 





THE MeGiIppo MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured. through the locai 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15,1920,at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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THE RIVER AND TREES OF EDEN 


OR centuries theologians have taught that the first 
F three chapters of Genesis are to be understood liter- 

ally. This has led to endless speculation in an en- 
deavor to discover a literal garden containing a tree of 
life and a river which branches into four parts and 
waters the entire world. 

With no such garden, or river, or tree, in existence, of 
course their quest has been rewarded with naught but 
perplexity. They reason that if such instruction emanates 
from the Bible, then certainly the Book is unreliable— 
simply a collection of myths and folklore. 

Thus it is that God’s Holy Word has fallen into a state 
of disrepute and has been relegated to the shelf, as of no 
more value than literature of human origin. 

With all the erudition of man inadequate to supply a 
satisfactory solution to the creation narrative in Genesis, 
we count it a privilege to present the Scriptural solution 
which is reasonable, clear, and beautiful. We make no at- 
tempt to direct men and women to some insignificant spot 
on the face of the earth where they may pluck delicious 
fruit from the tree of life, to eat and live forever. Nei- 
ther do we offer assurance that they may look upon a 
literal river which parts into four heads and waters the 
wide world. We shall set aside entirely the literal con- 
struction of the narrative, and consult the Oracles of God 
for a divine elucidation thereof. 

Since the Genesis narrative is an allegory, we are de- 
pendent upon other of the inspired writers to define the 
symbols there employed. This is our only means of ar- 
riving at a Scriptural solution of the subject. In fact, it is 
the method of study which God has prescribed. Many 
people think it possible to understand the Bible by re- 
peated consecutive reading from Genesis to Revelation. 
However, God has decreed that His Word be examined by 
subjects, applying the rules, “here a little, and there a 
little, .. . comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (Isa. 
28:10; I. Cor. 2:13). When one writer makes reference 
to a river, or a tree, or some other figurative term, we 
have no authority to form our own conclusions as to his 
meaning. Rather, we must seek an interpretation from 
other inspired writers. Such an approach makes every 
subject of divine inspiration as understandable as any 
other exact science. 


THE RIVER OF EDEN 


The Psalmist makes reference to this river when he 
says, “Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou 
greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full 
of water” (65:9). Though full of water, as yet the river 
of Eden does not reach beyond the limitations of the 
“garden”; the world at large remains dry or destitute of 
the water of life, the time being future when the river 
shall part into four heads and cover the entire earth. 

When the first man and woman to come out from the 
“dry and thirsty land” (Ps. 63:1) entered the Garden 
of God to work for eternal life, they found the river of 
Eden to provide water for their thirsty souls. 

Jesus’ conversation with the woman of Samaria re- 
veals some of the properties contained in this water. 
When, wearied at noonday, He sat on the well, and asked 
drink of the Samaritan woman who chanced to come 


thither to draw, she was able to give Him only literal 
water from Jacob’s well. However, He had access to “liv- 
ing water” to quench her thirst, the same water that 
flows in Eden, of which if a man drink, it “shall be in him 
a well of water springing up into everlasting life” (John 
4:13—15). Enraptured at the prospect of water which 
could impart everlasting life, the woman exclaimed, “Sir, 
give me this water, that I thirst not.” The water from 
Eden’s river never disappoints those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: “for they shall be filled” 
(Matt. 5:6). Isaiah invites rich and poor, high and low, 
“Come ye to the waters, ... buy ... without money and 
without price” (55:1). 

Other qualities of this “living water” are made known 
to us by the Revelator, who says, “He showed me a pure 
river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of 
the throne of God and of the Lamb” (Rev. 22:1). The 
river is pure, its waters “clear as crystal,” its Source the 
“throne of God.” If we bathe our souls in this pure river 
of life, it will cleanse away all filthiness of the flesh and 
heal every spiritual infirmity. 

What is the cleansing power? Jesus Himself answers: 
“Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you” (John 15:3). The Word of God applied to our 
practical daily life is the water in which we can wash 
and be clean, as commanded (Isa. 1:16, 17). That this 
water must be used liberally and continually, we find in 
Ephesians 5: 26, 27, “That he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word, that he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish.” This is the condition of the 
Church which is to be wedded to Christ at His return. 


We learned from the text in Revelation that the Eden 
waters are “clear as crystal.” This is deeply significant. 
Despite the endless amount of man-made creeds which 
have been formulated through the ages in the name of 
religion, the river of life has remained free from contami- 
nation; it has retained its crystal purity. This implies 
that man’s tampering with the Word has in no measure 
polluted nor corrupted God’s way of salvation. The river 
of life flows on forever, unaffected by false theology, for 
its Source is the throne of God. 

Outside the garden of the Lord flows another river, 
one of man’s creation. The word of the Lord came unto 
Ezekiel, saying, “Son of man, take up a lamentation for 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say unto him, Thou art like 
a young lion of the nations, and thou art as a whale in 
the seas: and thou camest forth with thy rivers, and 
troubledst the waters with thy feet, and fouledst their 
rivers” (32:2). This river of spiritual Egypt (the land 
of darkness) affords no cleansing to the soul, for its 
waters are fouled by the false doctrines and teachings of 
men. Death is as certain to those who partake of this 
muddy stream, as is life to those who drink from the 
river in Eden. 


THE TREE OF LIFE 


We find according to the Genesis allegory that the Lord 
planted the tree of life in the midst of the garden (Gen. 
2:9). The tree of life is not unlike the river of life. Both 
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offer wisdom, by means of which one may gain eternal 
life. Eating of this tree now will assure robust spiritual 
vitality. Vigorous spiritual life, in turn, grants us the 
right to continue partaking of that tree until we have 
gained wisdom to perpetuate our existence eternally. 

The Wise Man exhorts, “Take fast hold of instruction; 
let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life... . She is a 
tree of life to them that lay hold upon her” (Prov. 4: 13; 
3:18). This understanding, this wondrous knowledge of 
truth, this grand message of the Almighty, if obeyed, is 
what gives life. 

Let us read further about God’s wisdom. “Happy is the 
man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth un- 
derstanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of 
days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and 
honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold 
* upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her” 
(Prov. 3: 18—18). 

For ages man’s supreme desire has been to secure for 
himself happiness and peace, life, riches and honor—and 
yet his desire goes unfulfilled. But this wisdom provides 
the means which the God of Heaven assures us will satisfy 
our highest aspirations. Why should we hesitate longer 
to partake of the tree of life? Why should we continue 
partaking of the prohibited tree of death? 


THE TREE OF GOOD AND EVIL 


One of the grandest provisions of the Almighty, in His 
infinite wisdom and justice, is that He has made man a 
free moral agent with the privilege of choosing his pres- 
ent course, thereby determining his own future destiny. 
In all ages the Lord sets before man “a blessing and a 
curse,” “life and good, and death and evil” (Deut. 11: 26; 
30: 15). This choice is symbolized in Eden by the tree of 
wisdom which assures life, and the tree of good and evil 
which consigns to death. 

When the first man who covenanted to serve God was 
called out of the masses of humanity, he was thoroughly in- 
structed: “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2: 16, 17). This tree 
is ever-present, its fruit continually available; however, 
it is strictly forbidden, prohibited, to all who would es- 
cape eternal death. Furthermore, the law is stringent; 
it reads: “Touch not; taste not; handle not” (Col. 2: 21). 

If at any time during our probation we defy the rules 
of the garden and venture forth to partake of this tree, 
we become men of “divided loyalties,” “men who are half 
and half,” “the sinner that goeth on the earth two ways”; 
we attempt to serve “God and mammon,” thus are “par- 
takers of the Lord’s table, and of the table of devils” 
(I. Cor. 10:21). This renders us subject to the death 
penalty unless we reform. 


TREES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 


All who shun to partake of the forbidden fruit become 
“trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord” (Isa. 
61:3). They compose the good trees of the allegory, who 
are “pleasant to the sight, and good for food” (Gen. 2:9). 
This same metaphor occurs repeatedly throughout the 
Book. The future rejoicing of the faithful is expressed 
in such figurative language as, “All the trees of the field 
shal] clap their hands. . . . Break forth into singing, ye 


mountains, O forest, and every tree therein” (Isa. 55: 12; 
44:23). The trees’ singing and clapping their hands 
proves the term to be strictly emblematic and not literal. 
Again we read, “The trees of the Lord are full of sap;... 
The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon” (Ps. 104: 16; 92:12). By 
resistance to evil they have developed strong moral fiber 
and are securely rooted by the river of life. 

The Psalmist gives a detailed description of the good 
man who abides close by Eden’s waters in the garden of 
God: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf 
also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall pros- 
per” (Ps. 1: 1—3). The man who finds his delight in the 
Eternal’s law, who shuns the counsel of the ungodly and 
avoids the sinners’ way, is likened to a tree growing 
luxuriantly by the rivers of water. 

Similarly we read in Jeremiah 17: 7, 8, “Blessed is the 
man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord 
is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and 
that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not 
see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and 
shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall 
cease from yielding fruit.” This is the one characteristic 
of trees of righteousness which sets them apart from all 
other trees: they never cease from yielding fruit; in sea- 
son and out of season, through stormy blast or scorching 
sun, they go on constantly bearing fruits unrivaled either 
in quality or quantity. 


THE DAY OF RECOMPENSE 


No power in heaven or earth save the hope of eternal 
life is strong enough to impel men and women to shun 
the evil tree and partake exclusively of the tree of wis- 
dom. This hope which is our incentive is stated in the al- 
legory and confirmed by every inspired writer. 

Jesus Himself promises, “To him that overcometh will 
I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of 
the paradise of God. ... Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in through the gates into the city” (Rev. 
2:7; 22:14). This hope will be realized by the faithful 
after Christ has returned, inspected their fruit, and pro- 
nounced them “trees of righteousness.”’ They shall be per- 
mitted to remain in the garden, or “paradise of delights,” 
forevermore. 

Not so, the unfaithful. When the Day of Reckoning 
discloses the imperfection of their fruit, the Judge will 
order their destruction. Then it is that the ax shall be 
laid at the root of every unrighteous tree (Matt. 3:10). 

This impending fate of all evil-doers is a stern re- 
minder that the seeming sweet fruitage of the forbidden 
tree has the bitterest of endings. All who hanker after sin 
today, and whose taste remains depraved, shall pay the 
price tomorrow. 


AN EXPANDING RIVER : 


After Christ has dealt with the laborers in the garden, 
eliminating the false and elevating the true, He will pro- 
ceed with the work of world transformation. His ultimate 
world-wide Kingdom of peace and good will cannot be 
realized by a Utopian state simply within the garden or 
Church. Universal righteousness must be achieved. This 

(Continued on page 9) 
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“THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD” 


ESUS’ years of retirement in Nazareth were fruitful 
not only for personal development, but also as a school 
for the study of human nature, so that when He emerged 
from seclusion and began His public ministry He was the 
keenest psychologist this world has ever known. 

The yearly pilgrimage to Jerusalem at the Passover 
time, also His Sabbath-day worship at the Nazareth syna- 
gogue, had permitted an occasional observation of the 
Rabbinic caste—the professors of religion. Not without 
mental reaction had He observed the Scribes with their 
sweeping robes, or the Pharisees with their broad phylac- 
teries, their ostentation, their love of prominence, their 
fondness for title, their self-exalting pride. Looking be- 
neath all such surface movements, He had discerned, and 
clearly, the underlying impulse. 


And thus it was that when He began to be about thirty 
years of age and entered into His ministry, His first pub- 
lic address, the Sermon on the Mount, devoted twenty per 
cent of the whole to a bold and uncompromising denunci- 
ation of all external religion. 

“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be 
seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your Fa- 
ther which is in heaven. Therefore when thou doest thine 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypo- 
crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward” (Matt. 6:1, 2). 

Jesus spoke forcefully to the multitude upon this sub- 
ject. But the application of His words is not to be con- 
fined to that age alone. Seeking the praise of man is still 
a clinging trait of human nature, and the Master’s words 
re-echo in our ears. 

It would seem childish indeed to bring attention to our 
charitable acts by blowing a trumpet in announcement. 
But by any ambitious display or unnecessary show of our 
talent or sacrifices we are guilty of this very offense. The 
trumpet note is heard, and we are the man behind the in- 
strument. Let us remember, those who seek the future re- 
ward perform these acts of charity and kindness so often 
and so unconsciously that no thought of trumpet blowing 
enters their minds. Characteristic of genuine Christianity 
is the rendering of philanthropic deeds in secret and find- 
ing them discovered only by accident. No desire for self- 
aggrandizement motivates such procedure. 

Some may choose to perform only the seemingly greater 
acts of service that will receive the most recognition, 
leaving the more menial tasks to those who scorn the 
trumpet’s blast, those who look forward to eternal recog- 
nition. Thus, by the Master’s edict, “They have their re- 
ward.” How grievous the plight for one to be receiving 
his only reward now, in this brief and troubled existence, 
while the Christian’s reward—everlasting in duration— 
is reserved in Heaven. 

“And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypo- 
crites are: for they love to pray standing in the syna- 
gogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be 
seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward.” 

Phillips’ translation of this text speaks of these hypo- 
crites as “play-actors.” How fitting! All stage action is 
a display wholly for the purpose of impressing an audi- 
ence; and if our life is staged for men, we have our 
reward. 

How easy it is to manifest an outward show of holiness 
while the mind within wanders impurely. How easy to 


bow the head pharisaically, but difficult to draw from 
the depths of the heart the penitent prayer of the pub- 
lican, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” It is easy to 
obey a number of outward rules, difficult to surrender in- 
telligently and self-sacrificingly to the will of God; easy 
to be haughtily exclusive, difficult to be humbly spiritual; 
easy to be rigorous in condemning others, difficult even 
to admit sin in one’s self; easy to be a hypocrite, a Phari- 
see, difficult to be a disciple indeed; easy to embrace 
truth outwardly, difficult to serve God with all the heart, 
and all the might, and all the soul, and all the strength. 
It is very easy to be one of whom the Master spoke, and 
said, “They have their reward”; very difficult to labor 
for the reward laid up in Heaven. 

“Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a 
sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they 
may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They 
have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint 
thine head, and wash thy face; that thou appear not unto 
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and 
thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee 
openly.” 

Three times our Master struck at the core of human 
weakness. If in any degree we labor to be seen of men, if 
any vainglorious display motivates our action—whether in 
almsgiving, prayer, or fasting—we have our reward. We 
reap only the gratification of the fleeting moment—the 
smile of man which can so abruptly revert to a frown. 

Fasting is undeniably a great aid in achieving self- 
mastery. Fasting and self-denial walk hand in hand upon 
the path of discipline. And should we, too, choose to fol- 
low this path, fasting and self-denial must accompany us. 
Fasting brings us down to everyday terms with self- 
denial. To refuse the body its wants and cravings paves 
the way to training the unruly brain. Refusing to prepare 
and dish up pleasures and satisfactions for the appetite 
to enjoy, places our bodies in the right category as slave 
and not master of the mind. 

And of what great importance is this self-denial! With- 
out this self-imposed denial of thought, word and act, of 
what use would be these brains of ours with their endless 
dream-chains of argument and imagination and microbe- 
swarms of thoughts! It takes drastic measures of mental 
self-denial to bring the thoughts under control, to curb 


the wayward inclinations, to hunt out and eradicate un- 
worthy motives. 


The hypocrites were of a sad or woe-begone counte- 
nance when they fasted. Do we rejoice in our seasons of 
self-denial? or is our countenance unhappy, too? Let us 
have our fasts to the Lord and our denials of self- 
gratification accompanied with the sound of praise and 
mingled with notes of thanksgiving. Rejoice that we have 
opportunity to continue with the great campaign, greet 
it joyfully as a mighty feast, not as a mournful funeral. 
With this joyful attitude dominating our lives, whether 
we are going through trial or prosperity, we shall experi- 
ence in this life the hundredfold that truth alone brings. 

The Master further acquainted us with this deeply en- 
grained trait of hypocrisy and its result in His parable 
of the Rich Man and Lazarus. The rich man fared sump- 
tuously every day, dressed in purple and fine linen. And 
there are those who, like the rich man, partake of the 
sweetness and nectar of the present; they take their en- 
joyment in indulging in the sweet dainties of this life, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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THROUGH THE TELESCOPE 


STRONOMERS have captivated the interest and 
thrilled the imagination of the reading public with 
their article, full-color paintings and photographs which 
appeared in a recent magazine under the title, “The Starry 
Universe.” 

We learn that on a clear night some 5,000 stars are vis- 
ible to the naked eye; a small telescope discloses over two 
million, and the great Palomar telescope gathers in the 
light of billions. “Our solar system is actually but an in- 
finitesimal unit on the outer rim of the great galaxy of 
stars that compose the Milky Way. And in turn the Milky 
Way, which once was thought to constitute the entire 
universe, is but one unit in a cluster of galaxies.” Several 
years ago astronomers ventured the possibility of their 
having reached “the rim of space” at lesser distances; 
now they calculate, “The visible universe extends out- 
ward in all directions to a distance of two billion light 
years.” 

The twenty-two informative pages concerning the 
stupendous and actually indefinable realms of the cosmos 
reveal a most striking omission, in that no tribute is 
given to the All-wise Designer and Creator, the Omnipo- 
tent Power, the God of law and order by whose wisdom 
these shining worlds exist. Small man! not to realize and 
to know that perfect law must have a greater Source, 
that design proves a Designer, and that that which is 
created is but the handiwork of a Superior Creator to 
whom honor and reverence are due. 

The possibility of life existing on other worlds has long 
been a debatable issue. Now the negative assertion takes 
precedence. Assuming that the elements found on Earth 
persist throughout the universe and obey the same physi- 
cal laws, scientists deduct life on our neighboring planets to 
be impossible: they are far too cold; many of them are 
heavily enshrouded in dense clouds of poisonous gases; 
Mercury is airless and waterless; only Mars offers the 
possibility of supporting even “primitive vegetation.” 
Scientists conclude, “If higher forms of life exist else- 
where than on Earth, they must be found outside the 
solar system, in the starry fields of the Milky Way vor the 
distant galaxies beyond.” 


And thus today’s hypotheses outmode yesterday’s “real- 
ities.’ And what of tomorrow? Astronomers confess 
themselves handicapped by inadequate conceptions and 
confined in the prison house of the senses, able only to 
“grope through the twilight.” To them the vast cosmos 
which they admittedly “see through a glass, darkly” is 
enshrouded in mystery. The article concludes on this 
wise: Whether or not man will ever penetrate more deep- 
ly into the illimitable universe is a question that can be 
answered only with hope, not assurance. 

Such is the extent of man’s knowledge of infinity, such 
the limit of his telescope, powerful though it may be. 

A study of the universe through God’s Telescope is less 
bafling—more awe-inspiring, for it changes not with 
man’s inventions and speculations; it is “the same yes- 
terday, today, and forever”—the unchangeable Word of 
the Lord. 

When a student of the Scriptures lifts his eyes to the 
star-strewn vault of night, no element of perplexity exists 
in his mind. He knows that yon cosmic world is no pur- 
poseless void, uninhabited and unihabitable. His Tele- 
scope reveals the spangled heavens to be the home of 
myriads of immortal beings. 

He has studied Isaiah, a famous astronomer of antiq- 


uity, who knew more about the heavens than all the men 
at Mount Wilson and Palomar Observatories. The read- 
ing from Isaiah 45: 18 is, “Thus saith the Lord that cre- 
ated the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and 
made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, 
he formed it to be inhabited.” Manifestly, the object of 
Earth’s creation is “to be inhabited.” Paul, a master of 
astronomy, provides the information that God’s plan for 
this earth is “according to the eternal purpose” (Eph. 3: 
11), not the eternal purpose, but simply according to it. 
Therefore, as Earth was created to be inhabited, so like- 
wise was Heaven. 

Granted this was the purpose of creation, do we actu- 
ally know, can we prove that that purpose has met its 
fulfillment in Heaven? 

Yes, indeed. The Book reveals that Gabriel stands in 
the presence of God (Luke 1: 19), that the host of heaven 
worships God (Neh. 9:6), that He is the Father of a 
“whole family” in heaven as well as on earth (Eph.3:15). 

However, this immortal realm is beyond the limits of 
mortal sight and sense; and so, lest the thought of an in- 
habited heaven should confound our understanding, these 
heavenly companies are brought into closer proximity 
to earth. A multitude of the heavenly host sang at the 
birth of Christ. Elisha opened his servant’s eyes to be- 
hold the mountains filled with angels—this, to confirm 
their safety amid apparent danger. At His Second Ad- 
vent, Christ is to be attended by “myriads of his holy 
ones.”” Whence come these multitudes of celestial beings 
that grace this earth from time to time? Indisputably, 
they have a home apart from Earth. Therefore, life def- 
initely is not confined to this small planet—this atom 
amidst immensity. 


What type of life exists upon the worlds on high? God’s 
Telescope supplies the answer. Jesus taught His disciples 
to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” If God’s will is done in heaven, then 
PERFECTED life abides there. Deflating though it be to 
man’s ego, this proves the existence of a race of beings 
superior to man; for certainly no one would dare to claim 
that God’s will is done on earth today. (This leads, and 
correctly, to the deduction that God’s plan is completed 
in heaven, and simply in process on earth.) 

Furthermore, Heaven is inhabited by a RADIANT popu- 
lation. After having been in company with the angel for 
forty days, Moses’ face reflected so much radiance that 
Israel could not steadfastly look upon his countenance. In 
their behalf, he wore a veil. 

Thirdly, life in Heaven is ETERNAL. Gabriel flew swiftly 
to visit Daniel. Some five hundred years after his com- 
munication with Daniel, he appeared again on earth to 
announce to Mary the birth of Christ. Time meant nei- 
ther weariness, nor fatigue, nor slackening of mental 
capacity, nor dimming of the eye. Life to him was and is 
eternal. 

Such is the glory, such is the life, known to the immor- 
tals. Further into the privacy of this Heavenly Family we 
may not intrude—not yet. Suffice it for us to know that 
“they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). Yes, Earth is 
destined to be populated with the same type of beings 
which inhabit Heaven. Mortals on this terrestrial sphere 
—that is, those who become “wise”—shall yet know and 
experience perfected, radiant, eternal life when God’s 
will is done on earth as in heaven above. 
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O Thou Eternal One! 


“Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and 
thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshipeth thee.” —Nehemiah 9: 6. 


O Thou Eternal One! whose presence bright 
All space doth occupy, all motion guide, 
Unchanged through Time’s all-devastating flight, 
Thou only God! There is no God beside! 
Being above all beings! Mighty One! 
Whom none can comprehend and none explore, 
Who fillst existence with Thyself alone; 
Embracing all, supporting, ruling o’er, 
Being whom we call God, whom we adore! 


In its sublime research philosophy 
May measure out the ocean deeps, may count 
The sands or the sun’s rays; but, God, for thee 
There is no weight nor measure; none can mount 
Up to thy omniscience, Reason’s brightest spark, 
Unkindled by thy light, in vain would try 
To trace thy counsels; their minds so dark 
That thought is lost ere thought can soar so high, 
Lost like past moments in eternity. 


Thou in the endless ages past and gone 
Didst form and shape the earth; O Lord, on thee 
Eternity had its foundation; all 
Sprang forth from thee—of light, joy, harmony, 
Sole origin: all life, all beauty thine. 
Thy hand created all, and doth create; 
Thy splendor fills all space with rays divine. 
Thou wert, and art, and shalt be! Glorious! Great! 
Life-giving, life-sustaining Potentate! 


Thy chains the unmeasured universe surround, 
Upheld by thee, by thee inspired with breath; 
Thou the beginning with the end hast bound, 
And, in thy wisdom, mingled life and death! 
As sparks mount upward from the fiery blaze, 
So suns are born, so worlds spring forth from thee, 
And as the spangles in the sunny rays 
Shine round the silver snow, the pageantry 
Of heaven’s bright army glitters in thy praise. 


A million torches, lighted by thy hand, 
Wander unwearied through the blue abyss; 

They own thy power, accomplish thy command, 
All filled with life, all eloquent with bliss. 

What shall we call them?—Worlds of crystal light 
Upon which life flows in a golden stream? 

Globes of celestial splendor, burning bright, 
Suns lighting systems with their joyous beams? 
But thou to these art as the noon to night. 


Yes! as a drop of water in the sea, 
All this magnificence in thee is lost: 
What are ten thousand worlds compared to thee? 
And what am /, then? Heaven’s unnumbered host, 
Though multiplied by myriads, and arrayed 
In all the glory of sublimest thought, 
Is but an atom in the balance, weighed 
Against thy greatness, is a cipher brought 
Against infinity! Oh! what am I, then? Naught. 


Naught! Yet the effulgence of thy light divine, 
Pervading worlds, hath reached my bosom, too; 
Yes! In my spirit doth thy wisdom shine, 
As shines the sunbeam in a drop of dew. 
Naught! but I live, and on hope’s pinions fly 
Eager toward thy mercy; for in thee 
I live, and breathe, and dwell; aspiring high, 
Even to the throne of thy divinity, 
By cleansing now from all iniquity. 


Thou art! directing, guiding all, thou art! 
Direct my understanding, then, to thee; 
Control my spirit, guide my wandering heart: 
Though but an atom midst immensity, 
Still I am something fashioned by thy hand! 
Pray help me serve in faith my course on earth 
As near the ending of man’s rule I stand, 
Close to the realm where angels have their birth, 
Just on the boundary of the glory-land! 


The realm of being is complete in me; 
In me is matter’s last gradation lost; 

And the next step is—Immortality! 
Made in thy image, who am now but dust! 

A monarch and a priest with Christ for God! 
Whence came I here, and how? so marvelously 

Constructed and conceived! Unknown! this clod 
Lives surely through some higher energy! 
For from itself alone it could not be! 


Creator! yes, thy wisdom and thy word 
Create anew! thou source of life and good! 
Thou comfort of my spirit, and my Lord! 
Thy light, thy truth, in their bright plenitude, 
Filled me with an immortal hope to spring 
O’er the abyss of death; with angels wear 
The garments of eternal day, and wing 
My heavenly flight beyond this little sphere, 
Some day to thee, its Source, its Author, there. 
—Sel. and alt. 
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A CONVENIENT SEASON 


S PAUL “reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 

judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, 

Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient sea- 
son, I will call for thee.” 

When Paul heard the call of Christ He did not wait 
for a more convenient season, but was immediately obe- 
dient, and did not confer with flesh and blood—his nat- 
ural mind and desires. If he had, that convenient season 
would never have come to him any more than it did to 
Felix. As Paul reasoned of God’s law and the justice of it, 
Felix felt the impact of evidence but put some earthly 
consideration ahead of making a clean break with his 
past. Undoubtedly with him, love of power and glory en- 
tered into his indecision. 

The habit of too many people is to do a thing when it 
is convenient for them, not when it should be done. And 
with some it means it will never be done, for that con- 
venient season will never come to them. The season for 
the Christian to work is in his allotted life span or from 
the time the gospel of salvation is accepted by him. A 
more convenient season will never come. There is no 
better time than right now. 

How many things in life we see go slipshod, or left un- 
done, waiting for a convenient season to make the repair; 
likewise many professing Christians wait for a more con- 
venient season to do the deed of kindness, to give their 
entire life to the Lord, to be wholly devoted to the cause 
of Christ. As individuals we know we should, and may 
even see where we fail; but do we wait for a convenient 
season to set our lives in order? 

The five foolish virgins were probably looking for a 
more convenient season to fill their lamps with the oil of 
faith, but when the Bridegroom came it was too late for 
them to make up for lost time. So they never found the 
opportunity they waited for. 

The Psalmist said, “My soul is continually in my hand: 
yet do I not forget thy law” (Ps. 119: 109). If continually 
comparing our lives with the law, it allows for no waiting 
or putting off till another time. The trouble is that our 
soul is in one hand but the law is laid aside for a more 
convenient season. This will never do, but we must be 
diligent to make our calling and election sure. 

Noah did not put off obeying God’s commands for a 
more convenient season, but worked away on the ark, and 
endured the scoffs and ridicule of the ungodly throng who 
doubted the flood would ever come; but before they real- 
ized it, the Deluge was upon them and they were begging 
to get into the ark. But they had put it off too long—they 
had not done the work that would give them an entrance 
to that haven of safety. 

In place of running, most of us have taken a leisurely 
walk, expecting the weights to fall off of their own ac- 
cord, but they never will. Weights which we have carried 
so long are not easily laid aside. To cast them off forever 
is the greatest work a person can do, and this will take all 
of our mind, might and strength. 

If not on the watch, there are many things that will 
tempt us to procrastinate. Probably one of the greatest 
of these is pride. We are too proud to admit we are wrong, 
too proud to do the thing that we know we should do. 
With one eye on the world, we hold back like Lot’s wife; 
and if we hold back too long we shall receive her fate. 
Many times we are not willing to give up our own way. 
We repeat with our lips, “O Lord, I know that the way 
of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh 


to direct his steps,” still we go on, and by our actions say, 
I know how to walk. 

The very greatest danger of waiting for a convenient 
season is when reproof comes. It seems so difficult for 
the human mind to acknowledge, immediately and humbly, 
a transgression of God’s law, and start right in to be a 
different person. At times the terrific impact of evidence 
suddenly reveals a characteristic we had not realized— 
at least in its true light—and we attempt to shrink from 
what we see. This only retards our growth in the divine 
life. 

Moffatt’s Translation says that Felix grew uneasy as 
Paul argued about morality, self-mastery and future 
judgment. Self-mastery is the very thing for which we 
who have made a covenant with God are striving, that we 
may stand approved in that Day of Judgment; yet, when 
the test comes, do we, like Felix, wait for a more con- 
venient season to meet it? In the little disappointments of 
everyday life, do we exercise patience; or wait for an- 
other time for self-mastery? 


Many who hear the gospel call, like Felix, put it off, 
waiting for some other time to start the race for eternal 
life. But what of us who entered the race? Are we mov- 
ing in high gear, or is something holding us down at slow 
speed? Do we make some seemingly important piece of 
work wait, if an opportunity comes for brotherly fellow- 
ship, to sit at the feet of Jesus, so to speak, and gain a 
crumb? Which consideration waits for the convenient 
season, the spiritual or the temporal? The answer to this 
question might be revealing. Jesus warned us not to 
allow the cares, riches or pleasures of this life to choke 
out the Word, so that we bring no fruit to perfection. 
Someone once said that with us who know the saving 
truth, there undoubtedly is not nearly the danger of the 
riches or the pleasures of the world choking out the Word, 
as there is of the cares of life. To take care of the tem- 
poral need is a necessary part of our existence, but is it 
taking second place or first? Do we put off any duty 
whereby we might further the cause of truth, or fail to 
avail ourselves of spiritual refreshing when we have the 
opportunity, because we are overanxious about the 
temporal? 


In our homes or when we casually meet together, do we 
leave behind good influence by word or example, some- 
thing to encourage a brother to a higher plane of living? 
Are we building up ourselves in our most holy faith, and 
spreading that influence around us so that in time of 
trial or temptation we are strong, and perhaps have 
helped to strengthen others? Can they who are younger 
feel the force of godly example in our conduct, an ex- 
ample befitting our years of service in the vineyard of 
the Lord? Are these things vital to us? Do we feel as the 
Apostle Paul told Timothy, “an urgency in this work, in 
season and out of season”? or are we waiting for a con- 
venient season? “Now is the accepted time; . . . now is 
the day of salvation.” 


Jesus could not dream Himself into a perfect char- 
acter, but had to hammer and forge Himself into the type 
of man which He knew that He as the Messiah should be. 
So also must we hammer and forge ourselves into the 
more thoroughgoing, consistent, Christ-like characters 
we would be. A failure establishes only this: that our de- 
termination to succeed was not strong enough; that wait- 
ing for a more convenient season was vain. 
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Self-Demial Week 


For the benefit of our many readers who may wish to 
participate, we announce that our annual week of self- 
denial begins this year on February 6. 

This custom was inaugurated many years ago by the 
founder of the Mission, the Rev. L. T. Nichols, and has 
been kept each succeeding year. While we believe in deny- 
ing ourselves at all times anything which is harmful to 
good health and digestion, we make this a special period 
of denial of the appetite. 

During this time all dainties, desserts, cheese (not cot- 
tage cheese), meats, fish, fowl, eggs, will be dispensed 
with and choice be made of any three substantial articles 
of food, the entire meal being confined to this selection. 
Each meal may be varied as desired with the choice of 
fruits (fresh, frozen or canned), vegetables (seasoning 
included), bread, biscuits or muffins, butter, cereals, and 
milk. Exception to this plan is made for special diets, 
illness, or the aged. 

This fare may seem frugal, but many in this world 
would be thankful for even three articles of wholesome 
food to satisfaction. All who are spiritually minded will 
not think of murmuring but will participate cheerfully in 
this week of abstinence, remembering that Jesus recom- 
mended fasting and prayer to His disciples as a stimulus 
in keeping the body in subjection. 

We are confident that each one who observes this week 
of self-denial in the fear of Almighty God will be bene- 
fited both physically and spiritually. 

Let us remember that this fast is beneficial only as 
we consciously deny ourselves and voluntarily fast from 
something that we want or could have. 





cA “Reminder 


Abib 1st, True Christmas and New Year’s Day, falls 
this year on March 25, beginning at 6: 00 P. M., on March 
24, since Bible time is reckoned from evening to evening 
(Lev. 23:32). 

We earnestly hope that you are preparing to honor the 
occasion in your home, or, better yet, with us at the 
Megiddo Mission. Our main presentation will be Thurs- 
day evening, March 24. Friday’s activities will feature 
dinner, the ever-interesting children’s program in the 
afternoon, and conclude with an evening hour of reflec- 
tion and resolve. 

If you have not placed your order for Abib greeting 
cards please do so today. Address 


Megiddo Mission Church 
Department W 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 





Philosophy teaches us to endure afflictions, but Chris- 
tianity to enjoy them by turning them into blessings. 

With calm and solemn footsteps the rising tide bears 
against the rushing torrent up stream, and pushes back 
the hurrying waters. With no less calm and solemn foot- 
steps, nor less certainty, does a great mind bear up 
against public opinion, and push back its hurrying 
stream. Therefore should every man wait, should bide his 
time. Not in listless idleness, not in useless pastime, not in 
querulous dejection; but in constant, steady, cheerful en- 
deavors, always willing and fulfilling, and accomplishing. 


OBITUARY 


ESTELLA MAY HOLDEN 


On Saturday, Jan. 15, Sister Holden fell asleep in 
death, after a life of illness culminating in many months 
of bedfastness; during which she was tenderly cared for 
by her daughter and devoted husband. 

The deceased was born in Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 23, 
1872, the daughter of John Chester and Elizabeth Bond 
Forward. On July 28, 1897, she was married to Lewis 
Holden. She leaves to mourn her loss her husband and a 
daughter, Ruth Holden, a brother, William Forward, of 
Buffalo, N. Y., a niece, Florence Forward, of Sea Breeze, 
N. Y., and a nephew, Ralph Forward, of Franklinville, 
N. Y., also a cousin, Mrs. Lloyd Cochrane. 

After establishment of the Mission headquarters in 
Rochester, January 1904, our sister and husband were 
among the first families to become interested in our work, 
joining the Megiddo Mission Church in 1908, where they 
attended for 47 years. 

While others were privileged to bear the glad tidings 
of the Kingdom abroad, it remained her portion to bear 
the cross at home. 

Funeral services were conducted by the Rev. P. J. 
Thatcher; interment in Mount Hope Cemetery. 





IN THE LIGHT OF GOD 


“In Thy light shall we see light.” The light of God can 
penetrate to every corner of life, and everywhere it 
brings significance and purpose, instead of meaningless- 
ness, hope instead of despair, beauty instead of ugliness. 
Seeing life in the light of God means seeing it as a gift 
from God, a sphere in which God’s grace and power can 
operate, in which we can co-operate with Him in His 
glorious purposes. 

If we really can see life like that it can be transformed 
for us. You look at a great leaded window from the out- 
side, and it just looks messy and untidy. The strange net- 
work of lead means, nothing. And that is just about what 
life itself looks like to a great many people, “a tale told 
by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.” 
But go inside the cathedral, and look at the same window 
from the other side. What a transformation! Now, with 
the light of the sun streaming through, we see the picture 
and all the beauty of the colors aglow. So it may be when 
we can see life in the light of God. —Sel. 





We do so much more asking than thanking, that is the 
reason we do not enjoy more. We clamor for something 
better without recognizing the good already gained. 


Some people think they need a change of air when what 
they need is a change of self. They imagine they would be 
benefited by different surroundings; but the change 
should be within, not on the surface. 


The bees sting only in self-defense, but there are peo- 
ple who seem to take pleasure in uttering stinging 
speeches; and they are not honey-makers either. Those 
who busy themselves in extracting the sweetness out of 
every hour in the day have no time to waste in words 
that rankle and sting. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: First Corinthians 9: 27, “I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should 
be a castaway.” 


Some time ago Sir Winston Churchill made the follow- 
ing remarks: “Man at this moment of his history has 
emerged in greater supremacy over the forces of nature 
than has ever been dreamed of before. He has it in his 
power to solve quite easily the problems of material exist- 
ence. ... There lies before him, if he wishes, a golden 
age of peace and progress. All is in his hand. He has only 
to conquer his last enemy—himself.” 


Lack of control in the individual is the world’s basic 
problem today. The conquest of our own individual selves 
is a difficult undertaking. No military campaign presents 
more hazards. In one sense, it is a personal battle, yours 
to win or lose, and you yourself are the general. In the 
conquest or control of self the test of our generalship is 
the skill with which we use the resources at our command. 
Friends may offer good counsel, our companions may as- 
sist us in various ways; but in the grand climax we must 
take the steps required to have our body and will and 
emotions in subjection to Christ. 


The Apostle Paul, that courageous champion for the 
cause of Christ, was in no way negligent in practicing to 
perfection the noble principles he proclaimed to his fel- 
low men. What nobler sentiment could a minister of the 
Gospel adopt for a theme through life than the above 
words! For when all is said and done, a store of good 
deeds toward the furtherance of God’s purpose would be 
no delight to men who failed to live the precepts of the 
Master in their own daily lives. 

Self-control entails a series of steps. Each step is to be 
taken with the object of leading us higher, to a nobler 
life. They are to bring about a complete transformation 
in our lives, changing our ways from the natural and in- 
stinctive to the spiritual and God-directed. To His dis- 
ciples Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” 
(Luke 9: 23). The old ways of life must go. New tastes, 
new desires, new ambitions and aspirations must replace 
the old manner of living. Self-denial must be practiced 
until we acquire the ability to make ourselves do the thing 
which has to be done at the time it has to be done whether 
we like it or not. 

Some of the phases of self-control affect such branches 
of our life as appetite, speech, affection, talent. An in- 
dividual who eats what he wants, when he wants and as 
much as he wants until his health suffers, lacks definitely 
in control. Individuals who talk without discretion, who 
utter unedifying words, or those who take the other ex- 
treme and say nothing when duty demands that they 
speak, need training in speech. Talent or ability which 
men possess, always must be re-directed when one enters 
the Christian way of life. As for our affections, there just 
has to be a complete change from the earthly to the 
heavenly. 

It is not expected that we as normal] individuals would 
go through the process of bringing our bodies into subjec- 
tion just for its own reward. Far from it! There must be 
a definite reason, a firm purpose and a hope of reward 


which far surpasses that which has to be surrendered. If 
there is any secret to successful self-control it is this. 
When we have an intense desire for the eternal things; 
when our heart is filled with awe and wonder at the handi- 
work of God; and when we love Him with all our mind, 
might and strength, then we can control our ways and 
doings, for we are motivated by a higher desire. 

Paul had this intense desire for eternal things. His 
great ambition was, as he wrote to Timothy, to save him- 
self and them that heard him. While bearing the good 
news to others he watched himself. He could say, “This 
one thing I do,” and with this objective, at the close of 
his career he wrote, “I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith.” He left his 
mark, he made many converts, the world remembers him. 
But most of us could say, “These forty things I dabble 
in.” Our interests are divided, we do not maintain a def- 
inite objective, and we wonder why we are unable to con- 
trol ourselves properly. 

In military combat a decisive victory can never be 
achieved merely by winning small battles at scattered 
points while the central stronghold remains secure. So 
our struggling to master self will be unsuccessful when 
the center, the heart, is not fixed. We cannot serve God 
and mammon. If we try to, our loyalty will be divided, re- 
sulting in conflict; and a heart filled with inner conflicts 
cannot meet the trials and strains which are outside. 

Fears, indecisions, resentments, and such like are char- 
acteristics which must be controlled. One who is possessed 
by these is whipped at every turn, for he is weakened be- 
fore he starts the battle. And how much can be said about 
the evils of self-centeredness! If you find you are putting 
yourself at the center of conversation, or if in every situ- 
ation you want to be the central figure, then plan a delib- 
erate change at once. Give others the credit or the central 
point, or if you are one of those rare individuals who sur- 
pass their fellow men, then give God the glory. Give Him 
the credit, as have all His great men in the past. Paul al- 
ways did this, and his life was a success. 

When the Apostle wrote, “Without faith it is impos- 
sible to please God,” he meant also that with the absence 
of this essential element of faith we cannot bring our 
bodies into subjection to Christ. For this gigantic task 
we need the assurance that God is working with us, that 
He is back of us. We need a faith that is sound. We need 
the conviction that all our principles of belief concerning 
God and His plan of salvation are well-founded, that there 
is nothing questionable. We must feel that He is inter- 
ested in our welfare, that His angel stands ready to guard 
and help our sincere efforts. Then when a crisis develops, 
instead of saying, “I want this, and if I don’t get it I 
won’t be happy,” we can say, “I want this if it is the best 
thing for me. If I can’t get it, I’ll use the disappointment 
for higher purposes.” Then we shall be making headway. 
We shall be useful, radiant and prepared for greater 
service. 

All this adds up to one thing, and that is complete sur- 
render to God. But this “pill” of complete surrender is 
not easy to take down. It has no sugar coating; it is plain 
bitter. Once swallowed, it has a marvelous effect. It then 
becomes comparatively easy to bring our bodies under, 
and keep them in control; for we allow God to lead and 
are willing to take what He gives, or do what He requires. 
When Jesus in Gethsemane said, “Not my will, but thine, 
be done,” His victory may well be said to have been won 
even though the trial of the cross still awaited. He was 
resigned to His Father’s will. Therefore nothing could 
hinder Him. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


The daily mail brings a full quota of letters from in- 
terested readers on this continent and the British colonies, 
also scattered members who are holding aloft the banner 
near by and at far-flung outposts. Each one is an encour- 
agement to keep the “bread upon the waters,” to which 
work we have dedicated ourselves, that other souls might 
find the bread of life and be nourished to work for the 


full salvation in Christ’s Kingdom proffered the over- 
comers. 


A ring of eagerness is heard from a subscriber in East 
Aurora, N. Y., more literature is also requested. 

“Having read a few of your magazines THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE, my interest grows, because it seems to carry 
the thought expressed in Exodus 28: 2, ‘Thou shalt not 
follow a multitude to do evil.’... How plain the truth that 
Jesus was born in the spring!... 

“May Truth, which is Holiness, conquer the world. 

Thank you. The best, G— E. H—.” 


“Yes, keep the paper coming” is the request from a 
nearby subscriber (Mrs. C— W—, Wayland, N. Y.); 
“T don’t want to miss any.” She requests articles on Prin- 
ciples of Faith. 


A subscriber at Oswego, N. Y., sends renewal. 

“The Megiddo Mission: Please find enclosed subscrip- 
tion to THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE. I like it a lot; and thanks 
for sending it to me. The longer I get it, the better I like 
it; am loaning it to others to read also. Mrs. R. W. C—.” 


. This kind expression comes from a subscriber at Bath, 
~ ee 

“Dear Friend: I have received the Mission papers right 
along, and they are very good reading. There are many 
things to learn, and so many times they explain the Bible 
verses so well. I am sending renewal for the papers. ... 
We are respectfully yours, L— C. L—.” 


A local friend of many years, comments as follows: 

“My Christian Friends: ... In passing may I say that 
I have known the Mission for over 40 years, and at one 
time knew most of your members including Capt. Nichols, 
Mrs. Hembree and many others. . 

“You have been good and loyal citizens, a credit to 
Rochester, and I consider it an honor to have known so 
many of you. 

“May God bless and keep you all as you carry on your 
good work here in our City. Sincerely, F— S—.” 


From Allanburg, Ont., Can., is this kind tribute: 

“Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord: I am writing 
to send in my renewal of your wonderful paper, THE 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE. If I did not receive it I would feel like 
my best friend had gone on. 

“T have read every one for over four years now, and 
I don’t think there is another Christian publication 
printed that can be so easily understood and brings the 
Lord’s Message to so many homes. 

“The dear Lord has sure been so near our home since 
your MESSAGE first came here. He has blessed us all at 
our home and we praise Him very dearly, for He says to 
believe in Him; and how I have benefited by believing and 
watching and looking. . .. One of my favorite chapters 
in the Bible is Psalm Twenty-three, ‘the Lord is my shep- 
herd’; when I am tempted, I start to say it over and over. 

“T must now close and say God bless you wonderful 
folks at the Mission and may you find many lost souls. 

Your sister in the Lord, Mrs. J— C—.” 


THE RIVER AND TREES OF EDEN 
(Continued from page 2) 


is accomplished by the spreading of Eden’s waters. Not 
until the Millennial reign of Christ and the saints will 
the river of Genesis part into four heads and flow to the 
earth’s extremities. Ezekiel envisioned this river of 
knowledge rising to the ankles, then to the knees, finally 
to the loins; and at last he beheld an impassable river. 
(Ezekiel 47: 1—5). 

As a result of this enlarged river, all shall know the 
Lord, from the least to the greatest (Heb. 8:11); or, in 
horticultural terms, trees of righteousness shall flourish 
abundantly. Growth and development among the subjects 
of the Kingdom shall be as rapid as that of “willows by 
the water courses” (Isa. 44:3, 4). The waters of this 
river will impart spiritual and physical healing to the 
nations. 

At the dawn of Eternity, which will follow the Millen- 
nial age after a brief period of re-adjustment, this planet 
shall be fully glorified, and filled with a race of happy, im- 
mortal beings. The river of life will continue to flow, its 
streams making glad the city of God (Ps. 46: 4). Every 
inhabitant upon the face of the earth shall partake of the 
tree of life and drink of the river of pleasures forever- 
more (Ps. 36:8). Everlasting pleasures! Everlasting 
joy! Everlasting life! What an age to live for! What a 
time to live in! 

The river and trees of Eden may be an enigma to un- 
enlightened man, but they stand out in sharp definition 
upon the pages of the Sacred Volume. 





“THEY HAVE THEIR REWARD” 
(Continued from page 3) 


feasting their spirits on man’s approving smile. They 
have their reward! 

But Lazarus, the one of a humble and contrite mind, 
denied himself in view of the future exceeding great re- 
ward. He partook of the bitter morsel of discipline and 
self-denial, not once feeding upon the fickle applause of 
mortal man. His reward was laid up for him in the 
future. Thus the rich man and his associates will be tor- 
mented in that Day of Reckoning when they see Lazarus 
and the faithful receive their reward, the reward they 
could have received if they had not been hypocrites. 

And what of our reward? If Jesus were to witness our 
actions and read our inmost thoughts, would He say of 
us, “They have their reward’? 





CHARACTER 


Science can give us no formula for the evaluation of 
human beings, because the quality of man cannot be meas- 
ured by mathematics or isolated in a test tube. . . . Lack- 
ing a formula, we must rely on three stable factors .. . 
ability, personality and character. 

Ability has no substitute, for it is a badge not lightly 
won, a recognition of performance, a laurel bestowed by 
personal demonstration and not by ancestry or fortune. 
Personality is that light by which ability makes its way. 
That man is fortunate who is endowed with a warm, con- 
tagious personality for he will obtain a hearing. The 
greatest of these, of course, is character. Personality has 
the power to open many doors, but character must keep 
them open. —Sel. 
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THE RIVER OF TRUTH 


Truth is like a mighty river, 

And its fountain-head is God; 
Thirsty soul, come, drink its water, 
And then walk where Jesus trod. 

Truth is like a lovely river 
With its crystal water clear; 

If it runs through us unhampered, 
Doubt will cease and we’ll not fear. 


Truth is like a pow’rful river, 

And its course man cannot stay; 
God is at the helm, He’ll run it 

Through a happy, endless Day. 
Truth is like a peaceful river 

Which brings calmness to the soul; 
In its stillness it will trickle 

Down to all within God’s fold. 


Truth is like a sparkling river 
Flowing from the Father’s throne, 

It will glisten through life’s valley 
As it guides us safely home. 

Truth is like a wide, wide river, 
Which at first is ankle deep; 

And ’twill spread till all the nations 
In its wake its waters seek. 


Truth is like a deep, deep river, 


Which can reach the heart of man; 


’T will delve deep into its recess 
And reveal where each shall stand. 
Truth is like a swift, swift river 


Coursing through our system deep; 


It will force out sin and evil 
If its precepts we now keep. 


Seize the truth of sparkling water, 
Bathe within its flowing stream, 
It contains no foul backwater, 
Is not stagnant, but is clean. 
Can you find this living water 
In the creeds or thoughts of man? 
Jesus has it, He will sell it; 
Come and buy it while you can. 


Cast aside the dark, dark fables, 
Which are wrong as wrong can be; 
They contain the muddy water 
Which comes not from Galilee. 
Drink, oh, drink this living water, 
And forever thirst no more! 
It shall be a well of water, 
Springing up just as of yore. 


—E. M. S. 
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